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· CPU - The Central Processing Unit (CPU) -  is responsible for interpreting and executing most of the commands from the computer's hardware and software and it carries out the instructions of a computer program by performing the basic arithmetical, logical, and input/output operations of the system. The CPU could be considered the "brains" of the computer. The CPU that came with the motherboard should have a fan attached to it to prevent overheating. If this is not the case, then purchase a fan before you turn on your system.


· AGP(Accelerated Graphics Port) - is an interface specification that enables 3-D graphics to display quickly on ordinary personal computers. AGP is designed to convey 3-D images (for example, from Web sites or CD-ROMs) much more quickly and smoothly than is possible today on any computer other than an expensive graphics workstation. It is especially useful in conjunction with gaming, three-dimensional (3D) video, and sophisticated scientific/engineering graphics programs.

· PCI(Peripheral Component Interconnector) -is an interconnection system between amicroprocessor and attached devices in which expansion slots are spaced closely for high speed operation. Using PCI, a computer can support both new PCI cards while continuing to support Industry Standard Architecture (ISA) expansion cards, an older standard. Designed by Intel, the original PCI was similar to the VESA Local Bus. However, PCI 2.0 is no longer a local bus and is designed to be independent of microprocessor design. PCI is designed to be synchronized with the clock speed of the microprocessor.

· IDE (Intergrated Drive Electronics) - is a standard interface for connecting a motherboard to storage devices such as hard drives and CD-ROM/DVD drives. The original IDE had a 16-bit interface that connected two devices to a single-ribbon cable. This cost-effective IDE device carried its own circuitry and included an integrated disk drive controller. Prior to IDE, controllers were separate external devices.
     
      	      IDE’s development increased data transfer rate (DTR) speed and reduced storage 
                 device and controller issues.
      
                   IDE is also known as Advanced Technology Attachment (ATA) or intelligent   
                  drive electronics (IDE).
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